


January 29, 2010
Objectives for the day

1. It’s quiz time!
2. Pericopes
3. Leprosy
4. What’s the point of miracles?
5. How to read aloud

For Monday: Matt 9:1-8



Pass out the Bibles



Pericope

(puh -- RIH -- kuh -- pee, not PEAR -- ih -- kope!)

A small self-contained story in the Bible



Healing a leper

 I really don’t like to gripe about the translation, but 
there’s a problem with this one. The leper says, “If you 
will ...” and Jesus says, “I do wish ....” There’s no reason 
for that--it’s the same Greek word both times, and Jesus 
doesn’t grant wishes!



Leprosy

Now known as “Hansen’s disease” and very treatable, 
but greatly feared in ancient times. It included any 
disease that caused serious discolor or disfiguring of the 
flesh. People were afraid it was spread by touch.

VERY extensive regulations in the Old Testament on 
what to do about leprosy. It was seen as a great sign of 
God’s disfavor.



The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “When a man has on the skin of his body a swelling or an eruption or a spot, and it turns into a leprous disease on the skin of his body, then 
he shall be brought to Aaron the priest or to one of his sons the priests, and the priest shall examine the diseased spot on the skin of his body; and if the hair in the diseased spot 
has turned white and the disease appears to be deeper than the skin of his body, it is a leprous disease; when the priest has examined him he shall pronounce him unclean. But if 
the spot is white in the skin of his body, and appears no deeper than the skin, and the hair in it has not turned white, the priest shall shut up the diseased person for seven days; 
and the priest shall examine him on the seventh day, and if in his eyes the disease is checked and the disease has not spread in the skin, then the priest shall shut him up seven days 
more; and the priest shall examine him again on the seventh day, and if the diseased spot is dim and the disease has not spread in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him 
clean; it is only an eruption; and he shall wash his clothes, and be clean. But if the eruption spreads in the skin, after he has shown himself to the priest for his cleansing, he shall 
appear again before the priest; and the priest shall make an examination, and if the eruption has spread in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is leprosy. “When 
a man is afflicted with leprosy, he shall be brought to the priest; and the priest shall make an examination, and if there is a white swelling in the skin, which has turned the hair 
white, and there is quick raw flesh in the swelling, it is a chronic leprosy in the skin of his body, and the priest shall pronounce him unclean; he shall not shut him up, for he is 
unclean. And if the leprosy breaks out in the skin, so that the leprosy covers all the skin of the diseased person from head to foot, so far as the priest can see, then the priest shall 
make an examination, and if the leprosy has covered all his body, he shall pronounce him clean of the disease; it has all turned white, and he is clean. But when raw flesh appears on 
him, he shall be unclean. And the priest shall examine the raw flesh, and pronounce him unclean; raw flesh is unclean, for it is leprosy. But if the raw flesh turns again and is changed 
to white, then he shall come to the priest, and the priest shall examine him, and if the disease has turned white, then the priest shall pronounce the diseased person clean; he is 
clean. “And when there is in the skin of one’s body a boil that has healed, and in the place of the boil there comes a white swelling or a reddish-white spot, then it shall be shown 
to the priest; and the priest shall make an examination, and if it appears deeper than the skin and its hair has turned white, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is the 
disease of leprosy, it has broken out in the boil. But if the priest examines it, and the hair on it is not white and it is not deeper than the skin, but is dim, then the priest shall shut 
him up seven days; and if it spreads in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is diseased. But if the spot remains in one place and does not spread, it is the scar of 
the boil; and the priest shall pronounce him clean. “Or, when the body has a burn on its skin and the raw flesh of the burn becomes a spot, reddish-white or white, the priest shall 
examine it, and if the hair in the spot has turned white and it appears deeper than the skin, then it is leprosy; it has broken out in the burn, and the priest shall pronounce him 
unclean; it is a leprous disease. But if the priest examines it, and the hair in the spot is not white and it is no deeper than the skin, but is dim, the priest shall shut him up seven 
days, and the priest shall examine him the seventh day; if it is spreading in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is a leprous disease. But if the spot remains in one 
place and does not spread in the skin, but is dim, it is a swelling from the burn, and the priest shall pronounce him clean; for it is the scar of the burn. “When a man or woman has a 
disease on the head or the beard, the priest shall examine the disease; and if it appears deeper than the skin, and the hair in it is yellow and thin, then the priest shall pronounce 
him unclean; it is an itch, a leprosy of the head or the beard. And if the priest examines the itching disease, and it appears no deeper than the skin and there is no black hair in it, 
then the priest shall shut up the person with the itching disease for seven days, and on the seventh day the priest shall examine the disease; and if the itch has not spread, and there 
is in it no yellow hair, and the itch appears to be no deeper than the skin, then he shall shave himself, but the itch he shall not shave; and the priest shall shut up the person with the 
itching disease for seven days more; and on the seventh day the priest shall examine the itch, and if the itch has not spread in the skin and it appears to be no deeper than the skin, 
then the priest shall pronounce him clean; and he shall wash his clothes, and be clean. But if the itch spreads in the skin after his cleansing, then the priest shall examine him, and if 
the itch has spread in the skin, the priest need not seek for the yellow hair; he is unclean. But if in his eyes the itch is checked, and black hair has grown in it, the itch is healed, he is 
clean; and the priest shall pronounce him clean. “When a man or a woman has spots on the skin of the body, white spots, the priest shall make an examination, and if the spots on 
the skin of the body are of a dull white, it is tetter that has broken out in the skin; he is clean. “If a man’s hair has fallen from his head, he is bald but he is clean. And if a man’s hair 
has fallen from his forehead and temples, he has baldness of the forehead but he is clean. But if there is on the bald head or the bald forehead a reddish-white diseased spot, it is 
leprosy breaking out on his bald head or his bald forehead. Then the priest shall examine him, and if the diseased swelling is reddish-white on his bald head or on his bald forehead, 
like the appearance of leprosy in the skin of the body, he is a leprous man, he is unclean; the priest must pronounce him unclean; his disease is on his head. “The leper who has the 
disease shall wear torn clothes and let the hair of his head hang loose, and he shall cover his upper lip and cry, ‘Unclean, unclean.’ He shall remain unclean as long as he has the 
disease; he is unclean; he shall dwell alone in a habitation outside the camp. “When there is a leprous disease in a garment, whether a woolen or a linen garment, in warp or woof 
of linen or wool, or in a skin or in anything made of skin, if the disease shows greenish or reddish in the garment, whether in warp or woof or in skin or in anything made of skin, it 
is a leprous disease and shall be shown to the priest. And the priest shall examine the disease, and shut up that which has the disease for seven days; then he shall examine the 
disease on the seventh day. If the disease has spread in the garment, in warp or woof, or in the skin, whatever be the use of the skin, the disease is a malignant leprosy; it is unclean. 
And he shall burn the garment, whether diseased in warp or woof, woolen or linen, or anything of skin, for it is a malignant leprosy; it shall be burned in the fire. “And if the priest 
examines, and the disease has not spread in the garment in warp or woof or in anything of skin, then the priest shall command that they wash the thing in which is the disease, and 
he shall shut it up seven days more; and the priest shall examine the diseased thing after it has been washed. And if the diseased spot has not changed color, though the disease has 
not spread, it is unclean; you shall burn it in the fire, whether the leprous spot is on the back or on the front. “But if the priest examines, and the disease is dim after it is washed, 
he shall tear the spot out of the garment or the skin or the warp or woof; then if it appears again in the garment, in warp or woof, or in anything of skin, it is spreading; you shall 
burn with fire that in which is the disease. But the garment, warp or woof, or anything of skin from which the disease departs when you have washed it, shall then be washed a 
second time, and be clean.” This is the law for a leprous disease in a garment of wool or linen, either in warp or woof, or in anything of skin, to decide whether it is clean or 
unclean. 



QUESTION

What does Jesus show by healing 
lepers?



Healing of the Centurion’s Servant

Centurion = Roman officer in charge of 100 men (a 
“century”) = A Gentile



QUESTION

What does Jesus show by 
performing a healing for a Gentile?



QUESTION

Why is Jesus impressed at the 
centurion’s response?



And now, the moment you’ve all been 
waiting for!

One lucky contestant is about to be chosen 
to tell us about today’s reading assignment!



1. What happens?
2. What question does Jesus 
ask the people in the boat?
3. After the miracle, what 
question do the people in the 
boat ask themselves?



Reading aloud
1) Speak more slowly than you think you need to, 
especially while you’re getting used to it. You will be 
nervous and read faster anyhow.
2) Don’t be nervous. People who laugh if you make a 
mistake should remember that their names are in the 
cup too!
3) Use emphasis. All words don’t have equal weight.
4) Use pauses.
5) Read through ahead of time (if you can) so that you 
know what you are reading!


